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	 Mr. Wetzel was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, October 7, 1957.  He attended Ohio University 
where he obtained his B.A. in History, summa cum laude and Latin American Studies Certificate in 1979.  Mr. 
Wetzel also studied at the Universidad Veracruzana in Jalapa, Veracruz, Mexico.  He received his Juris Doctor 
in 1982 at The Dickinson School of Law, Penn State University.  Mr. Wetzel was admitted to practice in Ohio, 
U.S. District Court, Southern District of Ohio, U.S. Court of Appeals Sixth Circuit, U.S. Court of Internation-
al Trade and U.S. Supreme Court.

	 Mr. Wetzel joined Crabbe, Brown & James in 1984.  He is a partner with the firm and concentrates his 
practice in the areas of general corporate, commercial, securities, real estate, international law, probate and 
estate planning.  His language skills include Spanish, French and Portuguese.

	 Rick is general counsel to numerous private and government entities, boards and organizations.  Some 
of his recent projects include:

•	 Led negotiation and documentation of sale of all assets for domestic oil and gas production company.	

•	 Negotiated and closed the purchase and sale of a world-wide sales and distribution 
company, with distributors in Asia, Middle East, Europe, Australia, and New Zealand.	

•	 Led negotiation and closing on the acquisition of all assets, foreign distributorships and 
sales offices in the U.S. and Latin America for a manufacturer of agricultural products.	

•	 Managed Brazilian trademark dispute to a successful result.	

•	 Lead counsel in international litigation against European manufacturer of machinery.	

•	 Extensive work with foreign and domestic local counsel in areas of multi-jurisdiction 
labor and employment laws, foreign contracts, foreign acquisitions, and intellectual 
property protection and transfer.
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